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LOCAL NEWS
Posted on: Sunday, February 14, 2010

Hawaii's Hickam AFB preparing to upgrade
lab to ID war dead

By William Cole
Advertiser Military Writer

T ue s d a y ,  F eb r ua r y  16 ,  2 0 1 0

Hugh Tuller is one of the forensic anthropologists trying to
identify remains in a Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command
lab at Hickam Air Force Base.

Photos by BRUCE ASATO | The Honolulu Advertiser

Audrey Meehan superimposes a photo of a missing soldier
over a recovered skull to help to identify the remains.
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Construction of a new $100 million headquarters and lab for identification of American dead from
past wars is expected to begin in fiscal 2011 at Hickam Air Force Base as the nation steps up
efforts to speed the recovery and return of remains to families, officials said.

Congress recently mandated that by 2015,
the U.S. military make 200 identifications a
year — more than twice the annual rate now.

The 400-member Joint POW/MIA Accounting
Command, or JPAC, at Hickam has
responsibility for investigating, recovering and
identifying American dead from the nation's
past wars.

That personnel total is expected to grow with
more search/recovery missions to the field
and the new identification requirement. In
fiscal 2009, 69 missions were conducted and
95 identifications were made.

Defense officials also are looking at the
possibility of creating a satellite forensic
identification laboratory on the Mainland —
where it's easier to attract anthropologists
and where it could be more efficiently closer
to the Armed Forces DNA Identification
Laboratory, a key link in the identification
process.

Pressure by aging family members who have
relatives still missing from World War II and
the Korean and Vietnam wars led to
Congress requiring the identification rate
increase.

A total of 74,213 U.S. service members
remain missing from World War II, with
19,000 deemed recoverable. There are also

127 missing from the Cold War, 8,034 from the Korean War, and 1,723 from the Vietnam War,
according to the command's latest figures.

Some family organizations also would prefer having a Mainland lab for identifications.

"You know how many years we wait for an identification?" said Irene Mandra, national chair of the
Korea-Cold War Families of the Missing.

"Many people from Korea and the people from World War II — they are dying, they are elderly
and they want closure, and we can't get it because they don't have enough anthropologists over in
Hawai'i."

Mandra, 75, got involved more than 25 years ago in the issue as a result of losing her brother,
Philip, a 21-year-old Marine sergeant who remains missing from the Korean War.

LAB FACILITIES

Lab space to lay out and examine remains has been growing at JPAC. The approximately 22-table
lab space at Hickam doubled with a $680,000 addition, and tripled with the opening of a second lab
in Building 220 at Pearl Harbor, renovated for $1.2 million.

Johnie E. Webb Jr., deputy commander of JPAC, said lab space will grow from about 9,000
square feet to about 50,000 square feet with the new 136,000-square-foot headquarters and lab,
expected to be completed in 2013 near Kuntz Gate at Hickam.

"It's huge," Webb said of the planned new lab space, which will have as many — if not more —
tables to lay out remains as in the current facilities, he said.

Originally the new lab was intended to consolidate under one roof JPAC functions now housed in
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Read and share your thoughts on this story.
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