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A radioman and gunner, he was stationed on Wakde Island, north of New Guinea, about 700 miles
from Palau.

On Sept. 1, 1944, he was part of an 11-man crew of a B-24 in the 307th Bomb Group that had been
ordered to soften up the enemy on Palau before a Marine invasion.

After dropping its payload on Japanese positions, the plane headed south when it was raked by
antiaircraft fire that heavily damaged a wing and sent it plunging toward the Pacific.

Back home, Goulding's wife got a telegram that month, saying her husband was missing. In March
1946, he was declared dead.

More than a half-century later, she learned of a startling find.

The algae-covered wreckage of what turned out to be Goulding's plane was located six years ago by
the members of the BentProp Project, a California-based nonprofit group that has been investigating
crash sites at Palau since 1994.

"l was the first to see the plane," Jennifer Powers said this week, recalling the excitement she felt
when she glimpsed an aircraft propeller submerged on a coral reef. "I didn't want to let it go."

Ten years of searching was worth the work, said expedition leader Pat Scannon, who started the
project in the early 1990s to help locate a munitions-carrying Japanese trawler sunk during the war by
a Navy pilot named George H.W. Bush.

More than 200 U.S. aircraft went down in the area in less than a year as the U.S. military advanced on
Japan in 1944 - and Goulding's B-24 was one of them.

Locating the bomber "was like finding a needle in a haystack," said Daniel O'Brien. "It was a very
proud moment knowing we could bring servicemen back home and bring closure to their families."

The group has helped locate about 30 U.S. aircraft and the remains of up to 20 MIAs on land and in
the water. Planes were riddled with holes from antiaircraft fire - and some held personal effects,
including dog tags.

"The families have been waiting since Sept. 1, 1944, for this homecoming," said Powers. "The phrase
once in a lifetime is thrown around far too casually. . . . But this has the feel of being truly once in a
lifetime."

What does the funeral service 65 years later mean? "Too much for words," said Powers, who was at
Thursday's ceremony in Arlington.

In 1944, Sgt. Goulding's words on a steady stream of postcards were a lifeline to his family. His wife -
married less than 18 months - was waiting out the war at her parents' Marlboro home where a card
arrived.

Well, here I am again. How are you and the family? | am feeling just fine and dandy but | am getting
kind of restless waiting to go home. It sure sounds funny to hear myself say that when I've only been
here for three months and other fellows have been over here 20 and 22 months.

Goulding had skipped R&R in Australia and began taking on extra missions that would allow him to
return home sooner. In one of his last missives, he wrote:

I've got to get missions in. | fly when I know | should be grounded. It won't hurt me.

Charles Jr., who was about a year old when his father died, treasures his military medals, postcards,
and crew photo, as well as a painting of a B-24, scrapbook, and flag given to his mother. "I never got
to know him."

His family first learned of the plane’s discovery from the airman's granddaughter, Elizabeth Zirkle, 41,
of Wake Forest, N.C. After reading a Parade article about BentProp's work, she contacted Scannon
and told him about her grandfather's plane. She quickly called her father who passed the news on to
Corrado.

On Saturday, Zirkle stood up at a Defense Department-sponsored conference in Durham, N.C., for the
families of Americans missing in action and announced that her grandfather's plane had been found
and he'd soon be buried.

“"Everyone - about 150 people - applauded,” she said. "My grandmother prayed every day for 60 years
that the plane would be found. | think God had something to do with this. | consider it an answer to
prayer.”

At the grave site on Thursday, a jet fighter cut across the bright-blue sky in salute to the airmen;
American flags were given to Corrado, Goulding, and other family members; and the Palau president
thanked each one for their loved one's sacrifice. Three rifle volleys were shot before a bugler played
"Taps."

Two caskets were interred. One contained commingled remains representing the crew including
Goulding. The other casket carried the individual remains of another crew member.

Scientists in the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) helped establish the identifications
through the use of mitochondrial DNA analysis from the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory;
and the biological profile of the remains, dental records, material evidence including machine gun
serial numbers and identification tags of some crewmen.

"It's amazing to feel something so strongly after all these years," said Corrado. "I have to stop
thinking of what might have been and think of what is. But this means a lot to me. It will make my
heart settle down."

Contact staff writer Edward Colimore at 856-779-3833 or ecolimore@phillynews.com.
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Ilmare Posted 11:10 AM, 04/30/2010

God bless our soldiers and their families. | can't imagine what it's like to not know where they are like
that and for so long.

Sign in to report abuse

dwcomment Posted 11:15 AM, 04/30/2010
God Bless him and his family, Charles Goulding Sr. rest in peace and that you for your services!!
Sign in to report abuse

dtowndestroyer Posted 11:27 AM, 04/30/2010

These men fought so this country™s enduring freedom is what it is today. May you now find peace
after so many years.

Sign in to report abuse

mmaz24 Posted 11:32 AM, 04/30/2010

I hope this brings some closure to you and your family. The term "hero" has become such an
over-used word in this day. Your father and all the men and women who fought and gave their lives in
that horrible war are the true heroes of American history. Next time you read or hear a sports related
article commending a "hero" for winning a game, put that up against a person like Mr. Goulding and
see if the word fits.
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aisaac Posted 11:38 AM, 04/30/2010

You may hate the war we are in and think it is pointless, but NEVER forget those that gave their lives
and let's all hope for a steady and safe return for all those serving throughout the world.
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ta2dgurlnj Posted 12:04 PM, 04/30/2010

somewhere someone is always looking out for my freedom, sometimes we take that for granted. No
matter the cause of the fight, the serviceman has only one cause, thank you for all you did, for all you
do and for the price you pay.
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PhillySubsMac Posted 12:05 PM, 04/30/2010

Our deepest thanks to all the families for their sacrifice and loss so long ago. Your family members are
indeed heroes. It is simply amazing that anyone could be identified after 65 years.
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Justin Case Posted 12:53 PM, 04/30/2010
Thank you, Sgt. Goulding.

Sign in to report abuse

CommonSenseJustice Posted 04:27 PM, 04/30/2010

This is to remind all of us the sacfifices EVERYDAY men and women have made throughout the history
of our country. Sadly, many have paid the ultimate price to protect our liberties. May God bless the
Goulding family and protect our servicemen and women. And THANK YOU.
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